Fears of medical events among school-age children with emotional disorders, parents, and health care providers.
The purpose of this comparative study was to describe the reports of fears of medical events among school-age children with emotional disorders and compare their reports with those of parents and health care providers. A secondary purpose was to determine the reliability of the Child Medical Fear Scale (CMFS) with this population. Thirty children, parents, and health care providers (N = 90) completed the CMFS; the parents and health care providers also completed demographic instruments. The internal consistency reliability was acceptable (alpha = .75) for the CMFS with this population. Overall, the children reported lower fear scores of medical events than in previous research studies. Boys reported lower fear scores (p = .03) than girls. There was a statistical difference (p = .006) between the mean scores of the children and those of the parents and health care providers, with the children reporting less fear. The CMFS is useful among children with emotional disorders both in the clinical setting and in research.